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Minutes of the meeting of the City Council 
 
held at the Council Chamber - at the Council House  
 
on 11 July 2022 from 2.00 pm - 3.56 pm 
 
Attendances:  
 

 Councillor Wendy Smith (Lord Mayor) 

 Councillor Hassan Ahmed 
Councillor Leslie Ayoola 
Councillor Cheryl Barnard 
Councillor Steve Battlemuch 
Councillor Merlita Bryan 
      Councillor Eunice Campbell- 
      Clark 
Councillor Graham Chapman 
Councillor Azad Choudhry 
Councillor Kevin Clarke 
Councillor Audrey Dinnall 
      Councillor Michael Edwards 
Councillor Samuel Gardiner 
Councillor Jay Hayes 
Councillor Rosemary Healy 
Councillor Nicola Heaton 
Councillor Patience Uloma  
      Ifediora 
Councillor Phil Jackson 
Councillor Corall Jenkins 
Councillor Maria Joannou 
      Councillor Sue Johnson 
Councillor Kirsty Jones 
Councillor Angela Kandola 
      Councillor Jawaid Khalil 
Councillor Gul Nawaz Khan 
      Councillor Neghat Khan 
      Councillor Zafran Nawaz Khan 
Councillor Pavlos Kotsonis 
 

       Councillor Rebecca Langton 
Councillor Jane Lakey 
      Councillor Dave Liversidge 
      Councillor Sally Longford 
      Councillor AJ Matsiko 
Councillor Carole McCulloch 
      Councillor David Mellen 
Councillor Sajid Mohammed 
Councillor Salma Mumtaz 
Councillor Toby Neal 
Councillor Nayab Patel 
Councillor Anne Peach 
Councillor Georgia Power 
Councillor Shuguftah Quddoos  
Councillor Ethan Radford 
Councillor Nick Raine 
       Councillor Angharad Roberts 
Councillor Andrew Rule 
Councillor Mohammed Saghir 
Councillor Roger Steel 
Councillor Maria Watson 
Councillor Sam Webster 
Councillor Adele Williams 
Councillor Linda Woodings 
Councillor Cate Woodward 
Councillor Audra Wynter 
 

 
   Indicates present at meeting  
 
16  Apologies for absence 

 
Councillor Eunice Campbell-Clark – unwell 
Councillor Kevin Clarke - unwell 
Councillor Michael Edwards - unwell 
Councillor Sue Johnson – leave 
Councillor Jawaid Khalil – unwell 
Councillor Neghat Khan – personal reasons 
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Councillor Zafran Khan – unwell 
Councillor Rebecca Langton – maternity leave 
Councillor Dave Liversidge – personal reasons 
Councillor Sally Longford - unwell 
Councillor AJ Matsiko – personal reasons 
Councillor David Mellen – personal reasons 
Councillor Angharad Roberts – personal reasons 
 
17  Declarations of Interests 

 
None 
 
18  Questions from citizens 

 
Broadmarsh Redevelopment 
CS asked the following question of the Leader of the Council: 
During the last few years the Council has participated in a Big Conversation with members of 
the public about the future use of the Broadmarsh. Overwhelmingly people demanded a 
green and sustainable area with socially inclusive use.  Therefore, I am asking for assurance 
that current and/or future plans for the space, as well as including a park, will only include 
buildings that are constructed to at least Green Building Council Framework Standards, will 
not include fossil fuel use, will insulate up to passivhaus standards, will include heat pumps 
and solar panels, energy storage and energy-sharing sharing schemes.  I am also asking the 
Council for assurance that the development will include indoor spaces that are welcoming 
and financially accessible to all members of the community, including for creative and group 
use.  I would also like to be reassured that the plans include responsible use of waste 
products generated.  

In the absence of Councillor David Mellen, Councillor Adele Williams replied as 
follows: 
 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you to the citizen for the question. It is really good 
to have the opportunity to explain what we have done so far and how we plan to 
shape the future development and reimagining of Broadmarsh. You will remember 
that some time ago we carried out the Big Conversation, conducting our biggest and 
broadest engagement and consultation exercise. We had 3000 full responses, and at 
least 12,000 comments, and we got submissions from stakeholders like the Wildlife 
Trust, the Green Quarter, and many local and renowned architects and artists. The 
feedback and conclusions are all available on the Council’s website.  
 
There were lots of brilliant ideas and it really quickly became very clear that what 
people wanted was something quite different, not to just resurrect a shopping centre 
like we had before, but something very different. Three clear themes emerged from 
that conversation. People wanted to see green space, heritage and a mixture of land 
uses, so that we could enable different ways of using the city centre. 
 
Through talking and listening, hearing from people and understanding what they 
wanted from the site, what they wanted to see from a reimagined Broadmarsh, this 
has really fed into our vision for the area. Our role as place leader as the City Council 
and the democratically accountable local policy maker has to be to listen and 
respond to what people in Nottingham are asking us for, to make sure that the city 
centre is a place where people want to be to spend some time, and a place where 
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people can start new businesses, grow their skills and support new generations of 
entrepreneurs, as well as somewhere where people can enjoy their days out. 
 
We want it to be a place where you can meet friends, colleagues, and work from 
various public and private spaces if you wish to. So many people find themselves 
unable to spend some time somewhere without spending money and it is really nice 
that we will be preserving that public space. So perhaps one of the most important 
things to do as well, is to make it possible to live in the city centre, alongside nature 
and greenery, and make sure that remains within the urban environment.  At the 
heart of the vision is over an acre of new green space, plus significant additional 
areas of wildlife habitat across the wider regeneration area through innovations such 
as green rooftops. It will be somewhere that is rich in wildlife and biodiversity right at 
the city centre. Our plan for the remaining shopping centre building is to reimagine it 
as a space really quite different, totally unique to Nottingham, and at the centre of this 
is the ‘Frame’. The ‘Frame’ is the retained structure of the old shopping centre, but 
re-worked and re-purposed. Retaining the embodied carbon in the existing structure 
is really the most sustainable way forward. The Frame will be a multi-use meeting 
place, designed to allow a diverse range of uses that will bring people together in 
different ways.  The wider construction programme we expect will generate 2,000 
jobs, with a further 2,300 new jobs once the on-site development is complete, and the 
wider Broadmarsh area will also create up to 1000 new homes, and 400,000 square 
feet of business and office space. 
 
So we, of course, like the person asking the question, want the highest standards of 
sustainable building as they are absolutely in line with our Carbon Neutral 2028 
ambitions, and when we made that pledge and set out that ambition, we meant it, 
and we mean to get there. We are not yet at the stage of designing the individual 
buildings, but I can really assure people on David’s behalf and on behalf of the 
Council that we will want to see these be as sustainable as possible across their 
whole lifespans. So, obviously, people will appreciate there are significant challenges 
to the viability financially of delivering this sort of scale of development, but I am 
hopeful of our clear and ambitious vision, and the people we are working with are 
increasingly delivering new buildings above and beyond minimum regulations.   
 
We will shortly be submitting a bid for grant funding to the Government’s Levelling Up 
Fund Round 2, and we will be able to share more detail about that in some time. If we 
are successful then this will be the foundation for delivering the kind of place and 
development that the questioner is asking us to set out for Nottingham, and certainly 
that is what came back from the consultation. So I hope that everyone here, and the 
questioner and other citizens in the city, will join us to back the bid campaign that we 
will set out in the coming weeks, as we would love to have the support of Nottingham 
as you have responded to the consultation, and are very much hearing what people 
in our city want from this development. Thank you, Lord Mayor. 
 
19  Petitions from councillors on behalf of citizens 

 
Councillor Phil Jackson presented a petition on behalf of citizens asking the Council 
not to close Aspley, Basford and Radford/ Lenton libraries. 
 
20  To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting of Council held on 9 May 

2022 
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The minutes of the meeting held on 9 May 2022 were confirmed as an accurate 
record and signed by the Chair. 
 
21  To receive official communications and announcements from the Leader 

of the Council and/or the Chief Executive 
 

The Chief Executive reported the following: 
 
I am pleased to announce that, in partnership with Nottingham Futures, the SEND 
Team won an award in the ‘Transforming Lives’ category of the 2022 Municipal 
Journal Awards for its work in supporting our most vulnerable young people into 
employment, education and training. 
 
The Council was pleased to celebrate Windrush Day on 22nd June, hosting a civic 
reception and raising the Windrush flag on the Council House. Thanks go to 
community partners, including the Pilgrim Church Charitable Trust, for organising the 
event. The arrival of the Empire Windrush nearly 73 years ago marked a seminal 
moment in Britain’s history and has come to represent the rich diversity of this nation. 
Those who arrived on the Empire Windrush, their descendants and those who 
followed them have made and continue to make an enormous contribution to 
Nottingham, not just in the vital work of rebuilding the country and public services 
following World War II but in enriching our shared social, economic, cultural, and 
religious life. This Council has vowed to mark this occasion annually on 22nd June. 
 
I would like to congratulate Nottingham Forest Football Club on securing promotion to 
the Premier League, following victory in the Championship Playoffs on 29th May.  
The Council hosted a civic reception for players and staff in this building in 
recognition of the victory.  
 
On 23rd June 2022 the then Minister for Equalities, Local Government, Faith and 
Communities announced in a written ministerial statement that the Secretary of State 
for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities is ‘minded to’ intervene in Nottingham 
City Council. On the same day, I received a letter from the Department for Levelling 
Up Housing and Communities setting out the justification for the proposed 
intervention, inviting the Council to make any representations to the Secretary of 
State by 7th July before a final decision is made by Government about intervention at 
the Council.  Council will be asked to consider and note the Council’s formal letter of 
representation which is appended to agenda item 9. 
 
22  Questions from councillors - to the City Council's lead councillor on the 

Nottinghamshire and City of Nottingham Fire and Rescue Authority 
 

None 
 
23  Questions from councillors - to a member of Executive Board, the Chair 

of a Committee and the Chair of any other City Council body 
 

Services for children and young people in Clifton 
Councillor Maria Watson asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Children, Young People and Schools: 



5 

On reopening in 2015 following a £500,000 renovation, the then Portfolio Holder for 
Children’s Services and current Leader said, and I quote: “There was a need for a 
new and updated centre in Clifton and we saw the importance of investing in 
somewhere children and young people can socialise and meet new friends.”  Can the 
Portfolio Holder illustrate what it has done to replace the services lost in Clifton which 
it previously described as a “need”? 
 
Councillor Cheryl Barnard replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you Councillor Watson for your question. As you 
will be aware, Nottingham City Council has had to make difficult decisions to ensure 
we are operating within a balanced budget and meeting the requirement of our 
Improvement Plan. We have previously outlined that it was imperative that we 
reduced the number of buildings and changed some elements of service delivery 
across Early Help Services and Youth and Play Services. I acknowledge that these 
have not been easy decisions for me, as I am committed to services for children and 
young people. 
 
Going forward, we are looking to mitigate the impact of those building reductions and 
service changes through the transformation work taking place across Children’s 
Integrated Services. This will include city-wide service delivery for the Youth Service 
and our Early Help Service through a hub-and-spoke model. This will ensure we are 
maximising the city-wide reach of our remaining services and working closely with 
our community and voluntary partners to ensure that there are still services available 
in local communities.  Nottingham City Council officers are currently in discussions 
with community and voluntary partners that have expressed an interest in taking on 
the running of play and youth sites or children centres across the city. They are 
working with providers to shape their offers and advise on the feasibility of their 
proposals.  With regards to Clifton in particular, we are continuing to deliver some 
Early Help services in Clifton Cornerstone, including our Supporting Families Service 
and the Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service, also known as CAMHS. We 
are also currently looking at expressions of interest for Clifton Young People’s 
Centre, which will support the continuation of services in the community and continue 
this excellent facility. We will continue to have ongoing discussions with community 
providers to take on responsibility for maintaining access to sites across the city to 
ensure wherever possible relevant services are still being made available. 
 
This question does, however, make me wonder why Councillor Watson and her 
colleagues in opposition made no attempt to offer an alternative budget to show how 
they would have found money to continue these services at the same time as 
balancing our budget. 
 
Libraries 
Councillor Maria Watson asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Leisure, Culture and Planning: 
Can the Portfolio Holder provide updates, both on the future of Aspley, Radford and 
Basford Libraries, as well as the progress on the Central Library? 
 
Councillor Pavlos Kotsonis replied as follows: 
Thank you. Firstly, I want to recognise the important role that libraries play in our 
communities. Access to quality local library provision makes a massive difference to 
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people’s lives, expands people’s knowledge horizons, enriches their lives and opens 
future life chances. 
 
At the Executive Board meeting on 24 May this year, we were able to make the 
decision to move forward with the fit-out for the new Central Library. The funding for 
that was already part of the Capital Programme. The development of this new library 
has been a long-standing commitment for the Council and constitutes a key 
component for the redevelopment of the Southside.  Prior to the decision for the fit-
out of the new Library, we have carried out detailed assessments on the affordability 
of the scheme, so we are happy that the contracts for the work have now been 
exchanged and the works will commence on site early next month.  The works are 
scheduled for completion in summer 2023, when the new library will open to the 
public.   The development of the new Central Library forms a core part of the City’s 
provision and it is also a statutory requirement. As I said earlier, it forms a key 
component for the Southside regeneration development around the Broadmarsh 
shopping area.  
 
In terms of the future of Aspley, Basford, and Radford and Lenton libraries, these 
have been subject to a well-engaged consultation process. Many residents in all 
communities have engaged with the Council in a variety of ways, including petitions 
and public meetings, as well as the ‘Save the Libraries’ campaign group. We have 
received a total of 2,979 individual responses – those have now been reviewed and a 
comprehensive report is being developed that will be taken to the Council’s Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee meeting on the 3rd of August. This scrutiny, and actively 
listening to the voices of the people of Nottingham, is a key aspect of what we do. All 
responses and feedback will be used to help guide the final decision-making on the 
future direction of the Library Service in general, including the three libraries, and a 
final report will be presented in Executive Board later in autumn 2022. 
 
Let me say that we are Labour Councillors – we are firm believers in public services 
and local democracy. It brings no joy to any one of us to have to bring proposals for 
closures of libraries. I need to stress that if the Conservatives were funding local 
government effectively, if they were a functioning Government and not a sinking ship, 
if they were listening to local need and responding with funding provision that would 
be 100% at local government’s discretion to allocate, if all of that was in place, we 
would not even need to have to consider such decisions, but from what I understand, 
at the moment, there is hardly a minister willing to lead the country, and the internal 
divisions in the Conservatives simply have become more important than the needs of 
British society. 
 
Lots of the funding for culture and libraries is subject to strict criteria, which our 
officers are working effectively to apply for. They are doing outstanding work, and 
that is why we have such a great offer in Nottingham. If I trust anything, it is the hard 
work and dedication of our teams – they care about Nottingham. But let us not forget 
– there is a history of consecutive Tory Governments giving councils work to do 
without providing adequate funding for it, and local government is then blamed for 
many of the errors that were within the provisions of the Localism Act and other Local 
Government Acts, which is for Parliament to resolve and not Local Government. I say 
that it is the neo-liberal economics of the last twelve years, and Tory austerity, which 
is putting public services in jeopardy, and not Labour councillors. Thank you. 
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Housing Revenue Account 
Councillor Kirsty Jones asked the following question of the Leader of the Council: 
Given that the money unlawfully misspent by Nottingham City Council and 
Nottingham City Homes now amounts to £40million, what impact does the Leader 
believe that the money wrongly going to the General Fund and not the Housing 
Revenue Account has had on the residents that it has been held back from? 
 
In the absence of the Leader of the Councillor, Councillor Adele Williams, Deputy 
Leader of the Council, replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you Councillor for your question. Let me start by 
stating that, as a Council, we have already committed to ensuring that any money 
that should have been committed to the Housing Revenue Account will be in the 
General Fund once the Secretary of State has issued a Ministerial Direction, which 
we are awaiting. 
 
Despite the misallocation of funding from the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) since 
2019, 701 additional Housing Revenue Account homes have been completed, 
purchased or in progress. This includes 115 new Council homes at Marlstones, 
Knights Close, Tunstall Drive and the former Clifton Miners Welfare site, as well as a 
new extra care facility at Windwood Heights in my ward, which is really impressive. 
There are 279 homes on site and in development, including sites at Beckhampton 
Road, the former Eastglade School and Kieron Hill Court in Clifton. 132 Council 
developments are in the pipeline, including 24 homes at Oakdene, 104 on the 
Padstow and Ridgeway sites as part of a mixed-tenure development, and 175 new 
Council homes from the second-hand market and from Section 106 provision by 
developers on private sites. Separately from this, since 2019, Nottingham City 
Homes has also completed 21 new homes and has acquired a further 14 affordable 
homes through a Section 106 acquisition not part of the HRA, but nevertheless let to 
people in need of affordable housing. 
 
Though we are proud we have been able to deliver these schemes for Nottingham 
people, what we are absolutely clear about is that because of the changes we have 
implemented by strengthening our governance framework, we have been able to 
identify where historical issues like this have occurred and make sure that there is a 
clear plan to put it right. It is what people who are responsible for governance do and 
we are intent on continuing to deliver good homes for Nottingham people. Thank you, 
Lord Mayor. 
 
Victoria Embankment Paddling Pool 
Councillor Kirsty Jones asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Highways, Transport and Parks: 
We wait with anticipation for the results of the proposed consultation on the future of 
the Victoria Embankment paddling pool, but it seems clear that the public opinion is 
already heavily in favour of returning it to its former glory. Can the Portfolio Holder 
outline how the Council is proposing to afford to replace the paddling pool when it 
seemingly cannot afford to repair it? Is this not just a holding tactic to head off more 
unflattering headlines of closing facilities? 
 
Councillor Audra Wynter replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and can I thank Councillor Jones for her question. As you will 
be aware, the public has indeed expressed its support for the paddling pool to be 
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restored and reopened. It was a well-used and well-loved feature of the 
Embankment, so I really appreciate and understand the strong sense of feeling on 
this issue.  The paddling pool at Victoria Embankment was first installed in 1928 and 
has been a place full of happy memories for many people from across Nottingham 
and Nottinghamshire.  Unfortunately, over the last decade, the paddling pool 
operations have become difficult and costly to maintain as the pumping system used 
to keep the water clean and hygienic is very old and it has become very challenging 
to source new parts to fix and repair the pool. In addition, the pool itself has 
developed a number of cracks and is now impossible to fill up as it loses water faster 
than it can be filled. As a result, the Council was unable to open the pool in 2020 and 
2021 and, whilst we would like to reopen it, it is now clear that the pool is well past its 
ability to function and its economic life expectancy and, therefore, it is not fit or able 
to reopen.  A community engagement survey is currently live online and will be open 
until 31 July. In addition, we are also seeking views of children in the local schools.  
This information will help to support a range of bids to external funders. Therefore, 
we are also keen to establish a community fund raising opportunity. With this in mind, 
we hope that the community and local businesses will support the fund-raising 
campaign, so we can do what we can to restore the much-loved feature of 
Nottingham. Thank you, Lord Mayor. 
 
Highbank Community Centre 
Councillor Kirsty Jones asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Neighbourhoods, Safety and Inclusion: 
Can the Portfolio Holder provide an update on the status of Highbank Community 
Centre and its future? Are there any indications that it may reopen anytime soon? 
 
In the absence of the Portfolio Holder for Neighbourhoods, Safety and Inclusion, 
Councillor Adele Williams, Deputy Leader of the Council replied as follows: 
 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you Councillor Jones for your question. The 
community centre management team at Highbank has unfortunately taken the 
difficult decision to step down, which has resulted in the centre having to be closed. 
As a result, officers from the Community Partnerships Team will be engaging with 
ward members and community organisations to explore alternative options for the 
management of the centre. We will ensure that ward members are contacted to 
discuss this matter further.  
 
Fire safety in high rise buildings 
Councillor Samuel Gardiner asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Housing and Human Resources: 
5 years on from tragedy of the Grenfell Fire, could the Portfolio Holder for Housing 
and Human Resources please update Council on the actions we have taken to 
ensure the safety of residents of high rise buildings across the city and particularly 
the lessons learned from the ongoing inquiry. 
 
Councillor Toby Neal replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor. I have no doubt that all of us were horrified by the Grenfell 
fire as it occurred, and we could not even begin to believe the systemic policy and 
judgement failures across Government, local authorities, Emergency Services and 
the private sector that would be, and are still being, exposed by the various stages of 
the Grenfell inquiry. It is hard to believe that what was a tragedy has actually turned 



9 

into something worse – 72 lives lost, families devastated, and the community is still 
grieving.  The Grenfell Inquiry faced one report in October 2019 that presented a 
number of key findings. This included lessons from other fires that had not been 
learned, that the cladding used was fuel for the fire, that emergency services were 
not prepared, and the building safety rules were incredibly lax. However, immediately 
after the fire, we began with Nottingham City Homes (NCH) to look at what measures 
we would need to take to ensure the safety of residents, given the information that 
was coming from the immediate aftermath of the fire and discussions with the 
Nottingham and Fire and Rescue Service and the then Ministry for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government. 
 
Just to let people know, NCH manages 13 Council-owned blocks that are at least 18 
meters in height, or more than six storeys. Their blocks have so far received 
enhanced fire protection in the form of sprinklers in all flats and communal areas, 
upgraded video intercom systems that allow for individual access to communications 
and installations of PA systems throughout the communal areas. In addition, NCH 
has also undertaken a risk-based analysis of our low-rise blocks, which has led to the 
installation of sprinklers in such buildings as the homeless hostel at Highwood 
House.  The Council and NCH, alongside Nottingham Fire and Rescue Service, has 
also worked hard to ensure compliance with the Building Safety Bill and the Fire 
Safety Bill, which bring in new requirements and responsibilities. This includes 
Building Safety Manager roles with specified duties for the day-to-day management 
of fire and structural safety for high areas. We have also established a Building 
Safety Group with NCH to see the implementation of the Building Safety Bill. There 
are six big areas that we are concerned with: gas, electrical, lifts, water hygiene, 
asbestos and fire risk assessments. This applies to NCH-managed properties as a 
whole. All of this is reported back to the NCH ALMO Board and the Council/NCH 
Partnership. 
 
Most importantly, I think, is that prior to Grenfell, we were already discussing with the 
Nottingham Fire and Rescue Service (NFRS) the establishment of an inspection 
group as part of our Safer Housing Team, and this came into operation in 2019 as 
the Joint Audit and Inspection Team partnership between the City Council and NFRS. 
It carries out inspections and audits of all multi-occupied residential buildings that 
contain 11 or more flats in the city, and the work of the team has been published on 
the LGA website and is seen as national good practice.  This joint team initially 
concentrated on buildings with cladding as a priority and has undertaken the 
following: they have identified 534 multi-occupied residential buildings in the city; all 
buildings with cladding have been inspected and the cladding has been removed; 
and inspections have been completed at 168 premises, of which no further action 
was required at 68, a re-visit is required at 48 and we are still chasing work to be 
done at 59 properties. The team operates on a risk-based approach, where the 
highest-risk properties are inspected first. There are a number of factors at play here: 
the number of flats/occupiers and height of the premises; intelligence that we get 
from either Authority about concerns with particular historic issues; previous record of 
inspections that have occurred with those and any concerns that have been raised 
there. There is a confidential way to deal with concerns raised by tenants or other 
relevant stakeholders, and that includes accredited bodies and universities.  Just as a 
very quick example, there is a case study that I have been given – the Lace Market 
Studios. The building is over 18 metres tall, occupied by students, had cladding 
(ACM, which was the cause of the exacerbation of the fire at Grenfell, and HPL). 
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There was a particular type of alarm system and a phased evacuation strategy, but 
as well as the cladding issues, there were missing cavity barriers within the building.  
A rather complicated legal argument got underway between us and the developers, 
however, with the assistance of the National Joint Inspection Team, we put on an 
inspection to look through a whole range of things that meant we were able to impose 
a Notice. Consequently, the freeholder and developer stepped back from their legal 
arguments with us and have had a six-month Notice to carry out and complete the 
work. Within one month, they had removed all of the cladding, and I think that really 
underlines the work of the JAIT team in the city. It is a very effective team and one of 
the major pieces of work that we have done, alongside all of the other work that I 
have mentioned. I hope that addresses your concerns. 
 
Potential statutory intervention 
Councillor Nayab Patel asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Finance: 
In light of the news that Central Government is minded to implement commissioners 
at Nottingham City Council, could the Portfolio Holder for Finance please comment 
on why they feel commissioners are being brought in despite the good progress 
made by and willingness to change and improve shown by Nottingham City Council 
to date?  
 
Councillor Adele Williams replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you to Councillor Patel for the question. I know that 
we are considering the proposed intervention later today, so I will keep my remarks 
quite brief, as I will be speaking to that item. Members will know that on 23 June we 
were told that the Government was minded to appoint Commissioners to oversee 
some aspects of the City Council.  Now, just to be really clear, should the 
Government decide that the appointment of Commissioners is necessary, then we 
will continue our collaborative approach because that is what is in the best interest of 
the city. Since 2021, we have demonstrated our commitment to doing this by working 
closely with Sir Tony Redmond and the Improvement and Assurance Board. 
However, I think it is right to set out the position that, since 2019, we have been 
making progress, being open about the difficulties we face and working hard to put 
things right, and it is because of that that I believe that the decision to appoint 
Commissioners, should it come to it, would, in my view, be unjustified.  We have 
worked with the Government-appointed Improvement and Assurance Board to pick 
up all of their concerns and they have reported reasonably positively to Government 
about our progress. This is the work that has resulted in the reduction of Council debt 
of nearly £250 million, a Transformation Plan that will save (after investment) the 
Council £45 million and improve services for Nottingham people with it. We have set 
a four-year balanced budget and have changed the culture and governance so that 
issues like HRA are uncovered, shared transparently and sorted.  The Council, under 
this leadership, has made significant changes to the way that we work and that 
openness is a feature, as is the determination to set things right if they are found to 
be not as they should be, and this has been recognised by the Improvement and 
Assurance Board headed by Sir Tony Redmond, who is the former Local 
Government Ombudsman. They have described our progress positively and, 
although we oppose the Government’s intervention to appoint Commissioners, we do 
see the continuity provided by Sir Tony Redmond could provide some assurance that 
our previous improvements are understood and can be built on. 
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However, because we are committed to bringing about Council-wide change and we 
have got a very clear plan of how to go about it, I think lots of us are curious as to 
what new actions would happen as a result of Commissioners coming in that would 
improve the working of this Council or result in any changes that Nottingham people 
would want to see. So later this afternoon, Councillors will have the opportunity to 
note this proposal and the representation we made.  If this does happen, I do not 
believe that that will be based on what is best for the city – that is not what this 
decision would be about. We will of course work positively and openly, as we have 
done previously, in the best interests of our city, but we will be straight with them, and 
straight with Nottingham people, and will continue to fight for what Nottingham people 
need and elected a Labour council to do. 
 
The Government cuts to our budget mean that it is really hard at the moment to do 
what we want to do to help our communities at this time, but we have been fighting 
for Nottingham and protecting our services against the worst effect of Tory cuts. We 
have made sure that Nottingham City Council and our amazing staff were there for 
people during the Covid crisis and we fought hard to get what we needed for our city 
during the pandemic, to keep people safe.  After more than a decade of Tory 
austerity and the pandemic, we still managed to set a four-year balanced budget. 
This has not been easy, but Nottingham Labour also retained 75 Community 
Protection Officers, is still building Council houses, and has improved the private 
rented housing through the Licensing Scheme. We have kept ownership of our 
outstanding care homes, are running six leisure centres, we are supporting welfare 
rights services across the city because we defend what is needed by Nottingham 
people, and we are still supporting free events for families all year round, and you 
can still expect a regular bus service to get you that from our award-winning, City-
owned bus company – and we have our own bus company because Nottingham 
protected it when many others were sold off to private operators and are now seeing 
less of a service and higher fares, but our greater public transport system has 
contributed to cleaner air than most other cities in the UK and made people less 
reliant on a car.  The transformation of Broadmarsh is underway after the shopping 
centre administrator went into administration, a new Central Library will soon be fitted 
out, green space in the heart of our city will be created and developments bringing 
homes and jobs will be coming in the next few years. We understand what twelve 
years of Tory government has done to our city because we live in it. We are part of 
our communities – we do not just represent them. We will carry on, whatever 
happens, fighting for what Nottingham needs, and be ready to help our citizens with 
issues, the problems they are facing, and also to hear from them what their views are 
about what they want for the city in the future. Thank you, Lord Mayor. 
 
Cost of Living  
Councillor Audrey Dinnall asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Finance: 
Does the Portfolio Holder for Finance recognise the true scale of the cost of living 
crisis currently affecting Nottingham people? What is Nottingham City Council doing 
to help people and what pressure can she bring to bear on Government Ministers to 
provide further help to people urgently?  

Councillor Adele Williams replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you Councillor Dinnall for your question. We 
absolutely recognise the scale and the impact on our communities and everyone will 
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have received emails through casework and met people at their surgeries that are 
absolutely struggling more than they were before. So, just to give us a sense of 
scale, the New Economics Foundation calculates that the basic basket of goods for a 
UK household that is used to calculate the minimum income requirement will now 
cost £2,300 more per year, on average – and this was calculated back in May when 
we though that inflation would be 8% at worst. It currently at 9% and the latest 
reliable calculation is to around 11%. 
 
The Council is currently looking at the impacts of the cost of living crisis on the 
Council, services and citizens through a risk management-based approach, so 
working groups across the Council are looking at what this means in various service 
areas, and what the likely impact will be such as increased demand for support 
services, financial support, mental health support, homelessness, referrals to social 
care, and Community Protection support. We are doing this because what hits our 
citizens hits our services, and what hits our services hits our citizens, and we all know 
as councillors that the poorer households will be hit the hardest, as the increase of 
the £2,300 extra has nowhere to come from for poorer households – the lower your 
income, a larger proportion of your income and savings this represents, meaning so 
much less flexibility to manage it.  The top 5% are the only group in Britain seeing 
their incomes go up away from inflation, while the rest of us are just landing under it. 
So what can we do to support? A range of support is available through the Council. 
We have grant-funded support around the Council Tax Energy Rebate, which is 
going out now to Nottingham residents – around 2000 per day. The Household 
Support Fund is going out soon and food and fuel vouchers will be accessed via 
wider support networks this time. We recognise that people are struggling and that 
this money, though welcome, is a short-lived and inadequate sticking plaster for the 
situation that citizens are in, so we are keen to address the root causes both in terms 
of support, but also in the wider jobs and training to help people improve their 
income. Then there will be the Holiday Activities and Food Programme aimed at 
those eligible for Free School Meals with the vouchers, but also the wider holiday 
activities will be open to people beyond only those on Free School Meals.  There will 
be ongoing support around debt, welfare rights and money advice directly and 
through the voluntary sector. We are supporting food banks across the city that have, 
sadly, been supporting lots and lots of residents, and social eating initiatives that do 
have the positive aspect of bringing people together to address social isolation. 
People are given advice on how to reduce their energy bills, and some of our citizens 
have got retrofit insulation, saving both carbon and cash. Work on jobs and training is 
really important to support growing incomes in the city, and lots of our bigger work 
around transport, as well as making sure we have cleaner air and can get to work 
cheaply, is also bringing in better-paid jobs and good employers into our city. We are 
also working with our partners, such as the Integrated Care System, promoting good 
local employment and buying locally, so what is spent by the public sector and wider 
partners is purchasing locally, so that it is filling cupboards in Nottingham – not 
coffers off-shore.  Advice and support is accessible through the Ask Lion website, but 
the more important question is what pressure can we bring to bear on Government 
Ministers? We could possibly join in on Councillor Webster’s representations and talk 
to the Chancellor as well, and I am planning to write to the Chancellor to share what 
this crisis looks like for Nottingham, if it is the same one by the end of the day.   But 
we are seeing an absolute implosion of the Government – while our citizens are 
being hit by this onslaught, we are seeing potential leaders of the Conservative Party 
speaking to their backbenchers and membership – to people who are about as far 
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away and unrepresentative as it is possible to be of Britain and Nottingham, and they 
are showing their true colours because they know that will land very well in the well-
upholstered living-rooms of Conservative membership. They do not know or care 
what life is like around the kitchen tables for most people – hard-up Britain, where 
you can come home having worked all week and not be able to feed your kids – and 
that is an absolute shame, not of those individuals, but a national disgrace – homes 
where it is only just warm enough if you are lucky, with many people dreading the 
winter where they will not be warm enough to be healthy.   The Tories, you will 
remember, had to be dragged kicking and screaming to back the windfall tax just to 
get the energy companies to pay a fraction of the windfall made off Britain’s back and 
from what used to belong to us to keep our homes from freezing. The Tories were not 
bothered about cold pensioners – they were only bothered that those cold pensioners 
might vote Tory – that is what that was about, just like they have mysteriously only 
just had enough of Boris lying to the nation after we have seen years of the world 
king living above the rules that the rest of us are bound by, but it was priced in to 
Boris, they thought, but when it turns out that it was not priced in for the electorate, 
when it turned out it was costing them votes, they found their principles – only then 
they said enough was enough. And now they are obsessed as part of this leadership 
race to fuel a culture war when British care workers cannot afford to fuel their cars.  
We know what matters to Nottingham is not dragging up division, it is standing 
together as we have done to weather this economic storm, and it is our job to change 
the political climate that has brought us here. But we have actually being doing it for 
years in the city – people have stood by each other, not just through Covid, but 
before. Food banks have been needed in our city for a long, long time and the 
foundations of this started with the Tories. The top 5% are seeing their income go up 
– they will still back the Tory Party. Thank you Lord Mayor. 
 
Nottinghamshire Pride 
Councillor Georgia Power asked the following question of the Portfolio Holder for 
Housing and Human Resources: 
The 30th July will mark this year’s Nottinghamshire Pride celebrations, is the Portfolio 
Holder for Housing and Human Resources able to confirm Nottingham City Council’s 
support for this event and what other actions the Council is taking to be an inclusive 
employer for all LGBTQ+ persons? 
 
Councillor Toby Neal replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you Councillor Power for the question. 2022 is a 
special year as it marks the 50th anniversary of the 1st official UK Pride march, which 
was held in London on 1 July 2072. The Pride movement was inspired by the 
Stonewall Riots and the protests that took place is the United States in 1969 and 
were a catalyst for change in the fight for equality for LGBT+ people worldwide. At 
the time of the first Pride march, LGBT+ people in the UK faced discrimination from 
individuals, institutions and the law. We can argue that the UK is a different place – 
that we recognise the rights of individuals to be who they are and that Pride is a 
social event that citizens can enjoy. But it is also true that there are those who seek 
to create division and Pride reminds us of the struggles of the past, and the need to 
continue the fight for rights for all.  So I am proud to talk about this Council’s ongoing 
support for Nottinghamshire Pride, and I am looking forward to joining the march and 
to welcoming it back following its forced hiatus. It is a chance to celebrate, to protest 
and to demand more.  
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Talking specifically about what we as a Council do: the Council has been a supporter 
of the LGBT+ community for many years, both as an inclusive employer and 
supporting Notts Pride as an ever-growing event within the city – and I expect that 
this year’s march will be one of the largest that we have ever seen.  Our LGBT 
Network will be at the event to promote their work, the workplace allies’ programme 
and be prepared to talk to attendees and answer any questions about the Council, its 
services and if people want to work for us. Corporate Marketing and Communications 
will also be ensuring that a Pride banner is on the Council House to show our support 
to the community, and that we will be promoting the event across all communication 
channels that are available to the Council.  As with other major city-wide community 
events, Nottingham Events will provide value in kind support to the event, which 
includes the use of Council-owned event infrastructure, assistance and support with 
event planning, the Events Team providing temporary traffic restriction and regulation 
orders, there will be reduced cost usage of Council vehicles, and there will be 
promotion of the event via ‘What’s On’. I would also particularly like to highlight the 
volunteers from Community Protection and from Our Neighbourhoods who make 
sure they turn up to promote the Council, not as part of their daytime shift but 
because they think it is the right thing to do.  I think that many of you will remember 
the rainbow crossing place into Hockley that came as a direct idea of Community 
Protection Officer Arran Hayes after supporting the event for several years. So our 
teams have been supporting it both in terms of the work that we provide to them, but 
the fact that they wish to volunteer to do things.  Our Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
ambitions set out our commitment to strive to be an employer of choice for all people 
with protected characteristics within the LGBT+ community. We are a Stonewall 
Diversity Champion and we participate in the Stonewall Workplace Employers Index, 
and this year we moved up 62 places and are looking to get back into the top 100, 
where we were previously for two years. We have received a Silver Award for our 
commitments and efforts to become an LGBT+ employer. We are currently working 
on our submission for the Index for 2023, and I am very much hoping that we will 
return to the top 100.  We are also a finalist in the 2022 PinkNews Awards 
nominations for Public Sector Equality. This is a ceremony that recognises the 
incredible contributions of people, organisations and companies that campaign for 
LGBTQ+ community and, generally, for equality worldwide. Our LGBT Network has a 
very strong voice in terms of our Equalities Board and the work that we do, and is 
also a key partner, as is the Council, with the Integrated Care Partnership, the Police, 
Nottingham Fire and Rescue Service, and many other key areas of the NHS, to 
embed good practice in terms of being a good LGBTQ+ employer in the city. 
 
Speed on roads 
Councillor Michael Edwards asked the following question of the Leader of the 
Council: 
Is the Leader able to inform me as to what actions have been taken in Nottingham to 
reduce speed on our roads? 

As Councillor Michael Edwards was not in attendance at the meeting, the question 
received a written response after the meeting from Councillor David Mellen.  That 
written response is attached to these Minutes. 
 
Governance frameworks 
Councillor Andrew Rule asked the following question of the Leader of the Council: 
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The Leader of the Council will be aware that the Secretary of State has indicated that 
one of their main areas of concern with the Council’s improvement journey remains 
the lack of governance framework that defines the relationship between the Council 
and its companies.  How does the Leader intend to rectify this? 
 
In the absence of the Leader of the Council, Councillor Adele Williams, Deputy 
Leader of the Council, replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor, and thank you Councillor Rule for your question, which 
references the then Secretary of State. Since 2020, the Council has undertaken a 
considerable amount of work in relation to the governance of its portfolio of 
companies, as well as to the financial sustainability of the companies themselves.  
You will be aware, as will people who have been around for some time, that, at one 
point, the Government was encouraging local authorities to be commercial and to be 
entrepreneurial to plug the gaping hole that they were planning to leave in Council 
finances. Consequently, many local authorities have commercial interests and we 
have been doing a lot of work around ours. The governance structure and processes 
have been taking account of the latest thinking and the best practice in relation to 
local government trading companies – in particular, the Lawyers in Local Government 
Code of Practice, and also the Governance of Council Interests in Companies, and 
CIPFA’s guidance document produced for the Council. 
This is culminating in the establishment of a dedicated Shareholder Unit to oversee 
the companies’ interests, the development of a company governance handbook and 
an extensive programme of training and support for members on company boards 
and people who are shareholder representatives.  At its heart, this governance model 
is concerned with demonstrating transparency and accountability that is essential for 
all parties to have confidence in each other and to make the best decisions in the 
interests of all, and this work, as members will be aware, has been undertaken 
working closely with the Improvement and Assurance Board.  We will continue to 
make improvements and continue the good progress in this area. Thank you, Lord 
Mayor, and thank you Councillor Rule for your question. 
 
Goose Fair 
Councillor Andrew Rule asked the following question of the Leader of the Council: 
Next month will see the anniversary of the Leader’s decision to cancel Goose Fair 
due to Covid.  Can the Leader of the Council reassure residents that Goose Fair will 
be reinstated this year and it will remain a free event? 
 
In the absence of the Leader of the Council, Councillor Adele Williams, Deputy 
Leader of the Council, replied as follows: 
Thank you Lord Mayor and thank you Councillor Rule for your question. I am pleased 
to tell you all, if you are not already aware, that the Council and the Showmen’s Guild 
have shared the intent earlier this year that Goose Fair will return again this year as a 
10-day fair from 30 September to 9 October. Planning for the event is going forward, 
and we cannot see any reason that it would not be able to proceed as planned.  After 
two years of it being cancelled, we are really looking forward to it coming back and 
we will continue to work with the Showmen’s Guild to ensure that the fair is a safe 
and well-managed free event for all to enjoy.  
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to highlight the range of events that we 
have on offer in the city for people to enjoy themselves. Earlier this year we had Light 
Night return to the city, a Remembrance Sunday service took place as a civic event, 
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we had the Riverside Festival and Bonfire Night, which were free to attend and enjoy. 
Alongside this, the Council also supported a number of one-off events, such as the 
Forest Homecoming event that many people here enjoyed, the Platinum Jubilee, the 
Queen’s Baton Relay took place this weekend, and we will host the Pride festival 
later this month, and I will see you all there.  I would like to take the opportunity to 
pay tribute to our staff, who work really hard to deliver such a fantastic range of 
events across the city, and also, while we are in the Council House, particularly to the 
staff here who supported such an amazing event for Forest – it was an absolutely 
fantastic day, and massive thanks due to the people who supported the event in lots 
of different ways, not just in the Council House, but out in the Square or public realm 
and so on.  Everyone really pulled together to make such an amazing day for our city.  
So as well as those large-scale events, we also have smaller things like the 
Adventure Cinema, the Multi-Cultural Festival, Nottingham Beach, Architects of Air, 
the Nottingham Carnival, the Luna Cinema and various neighbourhood fairs to look 
forward to. Nottingham is home to such a fantastic cultural offer – we have a great 
cultural community in the city and we can really party, so I am really proud to deliver 
such a great offer for the city. Nottingham will always be a great place to go out, and 
that is a success that we should celebrate and build on.  
 
24  Proposed Statutory Intervention 

 
In the absence of the Leader of the Council, Councillor Adele Williams, as Deputy 
Leader of the Council, proposed the report advising Council that the Chief Executive 
had received a letter from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities setting out that Government is ‘minded to’ implement an intervention 
package at the Council; and that the Council has made a representation to the 
Secretary of State in response to that letter.  The report was seconded by Councillor 
Cheryl Barnard. 
 
Resolved to note the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities’ 
letter dated 23 June 2022 stating that the Secretary of State is ‘minded to’ 
intervene, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, together with the Council’s 
letter of representation, as set out in Appendix 3 to the report. 
 
25  Decisions taken under Urgency Procedures 

 
In the absence of the Leader of the Council, Councillor Adele Williams, Deputy 
Leader of the Council, presented the report detailing an urgent decision that Council 
is required to note, which had been taken under provisions within the Overview and 
Scrutiny Procedure Rules.  The report was seconded by Councillor Toby Neal. 
 
Resolved to note the following decision taken under the Call-in and Urgency 
provisions of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules: 
 

Decision 
Reference  

Subject Decision Taker Reason for Urgency 

DD4626 Public 
transport 
contribution 
from 
development 

Portfolio Holder 
for Highways, 
Transport and 
Parks 

Completion of the 
deed of variation was 
required due to 
Nottinghamshire 
County Council’s new 
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Decision 
Reference  

Subject Decision Taker Reason for Urgency 

at Teal Close, 
Netherfield 

school construction 
contract deadline. 

 
 
26  Establishment of the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Integrated Care 

Partnership (ICP) 
 

Councillor Adele Williams proposed the report seeking approval to establish the 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Integrated Care Partnership, as a joint committee 
between the Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and the NHS Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire Integrated Care Board.  The report was seconded by Councillor 
Linda Woodings. 
 
Resolved to: 
 

(1) note the inclusion of the NHS Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 
Integrated Care Board to the Council’s Outside Bodies Register and the 
joint nomination (Nottingham City Council and Nottinghamshire County 
Council) of the Corporate Director for People to be one of the five 
partners, with a specific remit to ‘bring a perspective of the social care 
needs and health and wellbeing characteristics of people and 
communities living in an urban city area’; 
 

(2) approve the establishment of the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 
Integrated Care Partnership (ICP) as a joint committee between the 
following three statutory bodies: Nottingham City Council, 
Nottinghamshire County Council, NHS Integrated Care Board; 
 

(3) approve the initial Terms of Reference for the Integrated Care 
Partnership, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, and note that a 
further report will be submitted to Full Council to approve the finalised 
Terms of Reference, following any further guidance and regulations; 
 

(4) note that the Health and Wellbeing Board and Health and Wellbeing 
Board Commissioning Sub-Committee Terms of Reference will be 
update to reflect the changes in NHS structures and that any substantial 
changes that may be required in the future will be brought to a meeting 
of Full Council; 
 

(5) note the principles relating to the establishment of the Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire Integrated Care Partnership as advised by the 
Integrated Care System and outlined in the Terms of Reference as set 
out in Appendix 2 to the report; 
 

(6) appoint the following Nottingham City Council representatives to be 
members of the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Integrated Care 
Partnership: the Chair of the Health and Wellbeing Board (elected 
member representative and Vice Chair), the Director for Children’s and 
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Adult Social Care (i.e. the Corporate Director for People) and the Director 
of Public Health; and 
 

(7) note that the additional two City partners places on the Committee will 
be appointed via the in-year changes process prior to the first meeting of 
the Committee.  

 
27  The Crime and Drugs Partnership Plan 2022 - 2025 

 
In the absence of the Portfolio Holder for Neighbourhoods, Safety and Inclusion, 
Councillor Adele Williams proposed the report recommending that Council adopt the 
Crime and Drugs Partnership Plan 2022-2025.  The report was seconded by 
Councillor Toby Neal. 
 
Resolved to approve and adopt the Crime and Drugs Partnership Plan 2022 – 
2025, as set out in Appendix 1 to the report. 
 
28  Committee membership 

 
It was noted that: 

1) Councillor Pavlos Kotsonis had been removed as a member of the Licensing 
Committee 

2) Councillor Ethan Radford had been removed as a member of the Corporate 
Parenting Board 

3) Councillor Dave Liversidge had been removed as a member of the Planning 
Committee 

4) Councillor Dave Liversidge had been appointed as a named substitute for the 
Planning Committee 

5) Councillor Pavlos Kotsonis had been appointed to replace Councillor Linda 
Woodings as a member of the Joint Committee on Strategic Planning and 
Transport 

6) Councillor Salma Mumtaz had been appointed to a vacant seat on the 
Planning Committee 

7) Councillor Salma Mumtaz had been appointed to a vacant seat on the 
Corporate Parenting Board 

8) Councillor Eunice Campbell-Clark had been appointed to a vacant seat on the 
Corporate Parenting Board 
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The Meeting concluded at 3.56 pm 
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Questions from Councillors requiring a written response 
 

CQ10 
This question received a written response because Councillor Michael 
Edwards was unable to attend the Council meeting to ask the question. 
 
Question asked by Councillor Michael Edwards of the Leader of the Council at 
the meeting of the City Council to be held on 11 July 2022 
 

 
Is the Leader able to inform me as to what actions have been taken in Nottingham to 
reduce speed on our roads? 

Councillor David Mellen replied as follows: 
 

The actual speed of any vehicle is the choice of the driver and Nottingham City 
Council encourages all drivers to be considerate of other road users and those that 
live and use the area by choosing an appropriate speed, within the speed limit, on all 
road and at all times. 
  
To help reduce the speeds Nottingham City Council: 

 Has installed traffic calming on many residential roads were there was 
evidence of an ongoing road safety problem. 

 Introduced 20mph speed limits around schools and on residential roads in the 
neighbourhoods, were there was the support of local citizens, and will be 
reducing the speed limit within the City Centre over the next few months. 

 Regularly reviews the speed limits on the main roads to ensure that they are 
appropriate for an urban environment.  

 Was the first place in the world to use average speed cameras and now has 
an extensive network of such cameras managing the speeds on main roads. 

 Works with our partners at the Police to ensure that other roads with evidence 
of an ongoing road safety problem as a result of speeding traffic are visited 
regularly by the mobile speed enforcement teams and that the local policing 
teams are able to arrange for them to visit any road where the local citizens 
have concerns.  

  
The Road Safety team continues to monitor the situation throughout the City. Roads 
with the highest number and severity of incidents are prioritised for investigation and 
improvements, such as road humps, road narrowing or pedestrian crossing 
improvements, which all help manage vehicle speeds. Road safety remains priority 
and we will continue to work with our partners such as the Police to ensure that road 
users stick to appropriate speed limits on all roads. 
  
Thank you. 
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Questions submitted by Councillors requiring a written response 
 
 

WQ1 
Written question asked by Councillor Andrew Rule of the Portfolio Holder for 
Leisure, Culture and Planning at the meeting of the City Council to be held on 
11 July 2022 
 

 
On 13 June 2019 the Council announced, via the My Nottingham website, that it had 
been awarded the sum of £1.5million from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to 
“secure the future of The People’s Hall”.  Given that the intended third party 
company declined the grant due to the conditions attached to it and no work has 
been completed on The People’s Hall, can the Portfolio Holder confirm whether this 
grant was returned to the National Lottery Heritage Fund? 
 
Councillor Pavlos Kotsonis replied as follows: 
 
Thank you for the question.  I just need to clarify the way in which this type of funding 
is managed by the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF).  The City Council was 
offered a grant of £1.5m to help support the business case for the restoration of the 
listed building and conversion into a business centre.  The grant was not paid to the 
City Council as this type of grant project requires any monies to be claimed from 
NLHF as a project progresses through delivery.  Despite multiple attempts, it did not 
prove possible to find a viable scheme that did not have unacceptable levels of risk 
to the City Council.  Therefore, as the project was not able to be taken forward, no 
grant was claimed from NLHF so no monies needed to be returned.   
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